[Use of stents in abdominal aortic aneurysms].
Endovascular treatment of aortic aneurysms has acquired a widespread application. We present the results of endovascular treatment of infrarenal, abdominal aortic aneurysms in our hospital from 1995 through 2002. Seventy-one stent graft procedures were performed on 69 patients (64 men), mean age 72 years (range 48-96 years). Mean aneurysm diameter was 57 mm (range 35-100 mm). Sixty-nine procedures were elective and two were emergency procedures. All data were registered prospectively. Two procedures failed initially because of technical problems. Both patients underwent a successful procedure later. Immediate conversion to open surgery was done in one case because of a collapse of the graft into the aneurysm sac. There was no 30-day mortality for elective procedures. The conversion rate after a mean observation time of 42 months was 11%. Late complications resulted in 47 re-interventions in 29 patients, of which 96% were done in cases treated with Stentor or Vanguard prostheses. Endovascular treatment of aortic aneurysms is an alternative to open surgery. Stent graft failure can be serious and difficult to predict. This treatment should not be recommended to patients younger than 70 years and fit for open surgery.